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White Brook Middle School
2018 Summer Reading Program

Dear future 8" grade students and parents/guardians!

This year, our 8" grade English Language Arts teachers are requiring
each student to read three (3) books. Two of these books must be
selected before the student leaves for the summer, and, of those, one
(1) must be a children’s literature classic.

Classic children's literature stands the test of time. They are books, “that
stay i print and are produced in film and stage versions decade after
decade, century after century in some cases. (www.classicalschoolin

There is no formula for determining why a book becomes a classic, but,
“Whatever that special appeal the classic book possesses, it acts as a
universal voice that speaks to each generation, and each generation and
another and another continues to listen and is pleased.”
(www.classicalschooling.com) In paricular, classic literature is literature that
everyone - children and aduls, teachers and students - enjoy.

The Common Core State Standards and the previous Massachusetts
Standards reflect this belief and recommend a long list of authors and books
that students should experience in grades 5-8. It is crucial that students read
books written in a more formal writing style and that require reading
unfamiliar words and phrases. The novels and textbooks students will
encounter in high school refer to books that are considered “classics”.

Students entering grade 8 will work with their English Language Arts teacher
to select at least one of the three appropriate books from the list attached to
this letter or from another source. This will ensure that students are reading
books that are not too difficult but stil require students to engage in a bit of
challenging reading.

WBMS ELA teachers
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Summer Reading Returns!
Dear Eighth Grade Students and Parents/Guardians,

As you know, White Brook Middle School students parlcipate i required summer reading each
year. Students sometimes complain that they have a difficult tme actually choosing books (o
read. In anticipation of this potential problem, each student going into the eighth grade wil
choos at least two of your three books before summer vacation begins. One of these books
must be a "classic'. Parents/guardians and your ELA teachers will help you choosa and approve
selected books. You and we will koep a copy of this agreement.

Students are required to keep track of completed books. Students will not need to write a
report for each at this time, but you will complete a book talk planner for each book, so
You can remember the important elements of the books. (Three copies of the plan aro atached.)
Al three will be tumed in no later than Monday, September 157 One of these may be used to
complet a book project in the fal that will be based on one of these books.

Durng the summer, if you need or want to change a cholce of novel, you can nolfy Ms. Drumm
((drumm@epsd.us). one of the 87 grade ELA tsachers, via emal that you have changed or
added a book. Coples of the book talk planner will be n the offce.

Please complete, sign, and retum your book choices by Friday, June 1%, Have a great summer
and happy reacing!

7. Classic” cholce:

Student Signature Date

1'am aware that my child has chosen the above novels to read this summer.
ParentGuardian Signature Date
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White Brook Middle School
Summer Reading

Seventh & Eighth Grade Book List
Below s st of books and popular authors for seventh and eighth grade students.

Title Author _ Genre (FINF)
‘Air Rala-Pearl Harborl Theodors Tayior NF
‘Almost Astronauts Tanya Lee Sione NF
‘Among the Hidden Series Margaret Polerson Haddix F
‘Aiex Rider Series. Anthony Horowitz F
Boacon Sireet Gifs Series Ane Bryant F
Inheritance Series Christopher Paoiin F
Disaster Books Jim Murphy NF
Evermore (sorles) ‘Alyson Noel F
Face on the Milk Carton ‘Caroline Cooney F
Freedorm's Chidren Ellen Levine NE
Geeks: How 2 Lost Boys Rode the Interet Out of daho Jonn Katz NF
Harlom Stomp Laban Carick Hil NF
Heat Mike Lupica F
His Dark Materials Series Phillp Pulman F
The Hunger Games Suzanne Colins F
Joremy Fink Wendy Mass F
Kids On Strike! ‘Susan Campbel Bartolet NF
The Lord of the Rings Triogy JRR. Tolien F
Missing May Cynthia Rylant F
Mortal Instruments Series Cassandra Clare F
A Night fo Remember Watter Lord NF
One Fat Summer Robert Lipsyte. F
The Outsiders S.E Hiton F
Percy Jackson Series Rik Riordan F
Queen Elearior, Independent Spiit of the Medieval World Polly S. Brooks NE
Red Scarf Girl JiiJiang NE
Riddle of the Rosetta Stone James Cross Gibin NE
Rosie the Rivetor Penny Colman NF
Sisterhood of tho Traveling Pants Ann Brashares F
Speak Laurie Halse Anderson F
Tears of a Tiger ‘Sharon Draper F
The Thief Lord Cornelia Funke F
Travels with Charlie John Steinbeck NF
Twilight Saga Stephenie Meyer F
Within Reach: My Evorest Story Merk Pletzer NE
Popular Authors:

Lo May Acot, Loyd Alexsrdar, aya Angelou, Av, Ray Bradbury, Joseph Bruchac, Sandra Cisnaros, Agatha
st Sharon Creoch, Karen Cushman, Paula Danzinger, Chrlos Dickons, Madslene L Engle, i Fiischman,
Nargeret Peferson Hacd, Vigiia Harmion, Cal Hiaasen, Wil Hobbs, L. Korigsburg, Jack London, Los Lowry,
‘Ao McCafry, Scotl O'Bel, Katherine Patarson, Gary Pauisen, Rober Peck, Tamora Perce, Christopher Pk,
K Rowing, Elzabeln George Speare, Gaty Soto, Jerry Spinel, Miied Taykr, Theodare Tayor, JRR. Tolien,
Mark Tuain, Juls Verne, Elizabein Yales, Laurence Yep, Jane Yoien, Peui Zindel
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‘Some Suggestions of Classic Children’s Literature Grade § to Get You Started:
List organized by challenge level

Basic
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderlan by Lewis Carroll *#  Black Beauty by Ann Scwell
Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery ** The Borrowers by Mary Norton

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink
Charlott’s Web by E.B. White Heidiby Iohanna Spyri **

Dr. Jekyll and Mr: Hyde by Robert Lovis Stevenson **  Hardy Boys by Franklin Dixon

Jungie Book by Rudyard Kipling ** Little House on e Prairie by s s v
The Litte Prince by Anfoine De Suint-Exupery A Litle Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnct *+
The Lion, Witch and the Wardvobe by C. S. Lewis **  Mary Pappins by Pamela Travers

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry Naney Drew by Carolyn Keene

Old Yeller by Frank Gipson Peter Pan by James M. Barie **

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren The Red Pony by John Steinbeck

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Bumett **  Stuart Lirle by E.B. White

Wizard of Oc by L. Frank Baum **

Grade Level

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain **  Around the Worldin 80 Days by s Verne
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle** Callof the Wild by Jack London
Fellowship of the Ring by LR R. Tolkien The Hobbit by LR R. Tolkien

Licle Women by Louisa May Alcott #* Lord of the Fles by Willam Golding
National Velvet by Enid Bagnold Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain **
Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane Swiss Fanily Robinson by Johann Wyss

A Tree Grows in Brookiyn by Bty Smith The Wind in the Willows y esse Crvamee
The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipiing ** The Peart by John Stcinbeck

Time Machine by H. G. Wels Treasure Island by Robers Lovis Sevenson **

Wi Fang by Jack London **

Challenging
Adventures of Robin Hood by Roger Lancelyn Green **  Dracula by Bram Stoker

Adventures of Robinson Crusoe by Danicl Defoc **  Emwma by Jane Austen
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maric Rexarque ~ Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell Guliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift +*
House of the Seven Gables by Nathanicl Hawthome  Jane Eyre by Charlote Bronte

Kidnapped by Robert Lewis Stevenson ** Odyssey by Homer

Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper Oliver Tyist by Charles Dickens **

Pride and Prejuice by Janc Austen The Hunchback of Notre Danme sy Victor Hugo

Rebecea of Sunnybrook Farm by Kate Douglas Wiggins  Three Musketeers by Alexander Dumas
The Old Man and the Sea by Eenest Hemmingway

#*Denotes recommended author/itle for Grades 5-8 secording (o the Massachusetts State Frameworks.
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Baok Talk Planner
Book Title:
Author:
Genre:
Thnow it is (genre), because

‘An important quote from the novel:

T quate s an example of (lt, charccer, setfing theme, mood, e1c)
Ttis important because

T really enjoyed the part of the book when

Three other things T wauld like to share about the book are.

T would recommend this book if you like
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Book title

Quote.

Tilusteation of quote;

Explanation of the illustration:





